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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 
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1)03 Responsive to communication(s) filed on 27 March 2007 . 
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4) EE0 Claim(s) 1^7 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) ^ Claim(s) 1^7 is/are rejected. 

7) Q Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)Q accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 

Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction Is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
11 )□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12)Q Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)D All b)D Some * c)D None of: 

1 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. Q Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. Q Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 



Attach ment(s) 

1) |El Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 

2) □ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 

3) [X] Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO/SB/08) 

Paper No(s)/Mail Date 3&7/2007 . 

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office '™*~ 

PTOL-326 (Rev. 08-06) Office 



4) □ Interview Summary (PTO-413) 

Paper No(s)/Mail Date. . 

5) CD Notice of Informal Patent Application 

6) □ Other: . 



Summary Part of Paper No./Mail Date 20070608 



Application/Control Number: 10/770,295 Page 2 

Art Unit: 2164 

DETAILED ACTION 
Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 . 1 7(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 27 
March 2007 has been entered. 

Remarks 

2. In response to communications filed on 28 February 2007, claims 1 and 5 have 
been amended per the applicant's request. Claims 1-7 are presently pending in the 
application. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 1-7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Faisal 
(U.S. patent no. 6,094,652) in view of Gupta et al. (U.S. patent No. 5,826,258). 

As to claim 1, Faisal teaches a computer-implemented method of accessing 
information from a collection of data comprising: 
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receiving a query (see column 3, lines 57-65); 

generating an inverse index of the collection of data that is augmented with 
category hierarchy information (see column 4, lines 26-64); and 

generating results to the query in conjunction with the inverse index by 
performing a search request of the inverse index, and wherein a match to an item in the 
inverse index also retrieves corresponding category hierarchy information stored with the 
inverse index (see column 4, lines 38-49). 

Faisal does not distinctly disclose using results from the search request with a 
search request of a relational database management system, and the category hierarchy 
information is then mapped to items in the relational database management system in 
performing the search request of the relational database management system. 

Gupta et al. teaches this, see column 2, lines 16-40 and see column 9, lines 5-12. 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to have modified Faisal to include the teachings of Gupta et al. 
because these teachings would allow users of the system to access current data in a 
structured manner. 

As to claim 2, Faisal modified, teaches wherein generating the inverse index 
comprises: storing a canonical non-terminal representation of the data in the inverse 
index (see Faisal , column 4, lines 38-49 and see column 6, lines 8-63). 



As to claim 3, Faisal modified, teaches wherein generating fine inverse index 
further comprises: 
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storing the category hierarchical information generated from the collection of data 
with the inverse index (see Faisal , column 4, lines 46-64); 

applying a parser and grammar rules to the collection of data to produce a 
canonical non-terminal representation of the data (see Faisal, column 5, lines 6-44). 

As to claim 4, Faisal modified, teaches wherein the generating results comprises: 
applying the parser and the grammar rules to the query to produce a query 

canonical form (see Faisal column 5, lines 45-67); and 

matching the query canonical form to the canonical non-terminal representation of 

the data in the inverse index (see Faisal , column 6, lines 1-31). 

As to claim 5, Faisal teaches a computer program, residing on a computer- 
readable medium, comprising instructions for causing a computer to: 
receive a query (see column 3, lines 57-65); 

generate an inverse index of a collection of data that is augmented with category 
hierarchy information (see column 4, lines 26-64); and 

generate results to the query in conjunction with the inverse index by performing 
a search request of the inverse index, and wherein a match to an item in the inverse index 
also retrieves corresponding category hierarchy information stored with the inverse index 
(see column 4, lines 38-49). 

Faisal does not distinctly disclose using results from the search request with a 
search request of a relational database management system, and the category hierarchy 
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information is then mapped to items in the relational database management system in 
performing the search request of the relational database management system. 

Gupta et al. teaches this, see column 2, lines 16-40 and see column 9, lines 5-12. 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to have modified Faisal to include the teachings of Gupta et al. 
because these teachings would allow users of the system to access current data in a 
structured manner. 

As to claim 6, Faisal as modified, teaches further comprising instructions for 
causing the computer to: 

store the category hierarchical information generated from. the data in the inverse 
index with the inverse index (see Faisal column 4, lines 46-64); and 

apply a parser and grammar rules to the data to produce canonical non-terminal 
representations of the data in the inverse index (see Faisal , column 5, lines 6-44). 

As to claim 7, Faisal modified, teaches further comprising instructions for causing 
the computer to: 

apply the parser and grammar rules to the query to generate a query canonical 
form (see Faisal, column 5, lines 45-67); and 

match the query canonical form to the non-terminal representation of the data in 
the inverse index (see Faisal column 6, lines 1-31). 



Response to Arguments 
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5. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-7 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jacob F. Betit whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
4075. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday 9:30 am to 5:30 
pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Charles Rones can be reached on (571) 272-4085. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 



Conclusion 



jfb 



8 Jun 2007 




